
Ten years ago, VLT was in the process of acquir-
ing an easement on Charles and Caroline Par-
doe’s parcel of land east of Round Pond, and 
planning a trail across it that would take hik-
ers from Round Pond to Vinal Cove—an idea 
that became a reality in the summer of 2013. 
Five years ago, we began to imagine connect-
ing the dots between that trail and the trails 
on our Fish Hook Preserve, located only half 
a mile east of Vinal Cove. To do so, we would 
need to cross two intervening properties in 
private ownership—one belonging to the Par-
does, and one belonging to Charles Sullivan.

It never takes much arm-twisting to get Lin-
nell and me out on a ramble, so in the spring 
of 2017 we bushwhacked our way from Round 
Pond to Fish Hook to see what the possibilities 
might be for creating a trail that linked these 
two anchors. The bold ledges, diverse forests, 
and scenic vistas on both parcels quickly con-
vinced us to take the next step, and we soon 
got in touch with both landowners. To our de-
light, they both agreed to help us create such 
a trail. Mr. Sullivan conditionally approved the 

idea, while reserving the right to deliberate 
a bit longer about the long-term use of his 
property; the Pardoes agreed to give us a trail 
easement conditional on Sullivan doing the 
same. That question was answered emphati-
cally in 2020, when VLT gratefully accepted 
the Sullivan property, now known as the Over-
look Preserve, as a gift.
     Within weeks of completing the new trails 
at Overlook, Linnell and I were out again, re-
visiting the linkage across the Pardoe land. 
We subsequently sent the Pardoes a map of 
the proposed link, and made arrangements to 
walk it with Charles Pardoe, Jr.
     True to their word, the Pardoes approved 
our proposal, and in December 2021 we 
signed the paperwork to formalize the Vinal 
Cove connector—almost half a mile of trail 
that would be the last link in the chain. From 
its beginning near Vinal Cove, the trail rises 
steadily through a series of shady ledges, with 
the land falling away dramatically to the left 
side. At the top of the hill, you’re 100’ above 
sea level, on mossy ledges under towering 
spruce trees. From here, the forest character 
changes sharply—the ground is nearly level, 
and young birch trees are on all sides of you, 
amid islands of huckleberries and bracken 
ferns. This is the evidence of a forest fire here 
roughly fifty years ago. A final 200 yards, most-
ly across open ledges, brings you to a fork in 
the trail—swing left to meander along the 
shoreline portion of the Overlook Preserve, 
or go straight to cross Overlook quickly and 
reach Fish Hook. 
     Work began on this final section late last 
fall, and by the time you read this, the trail 
will be finished and ready for hiking. There are 
a few important points to keep in mind. The 

trail is entirely on private property, intended 
only for hikers—there is no parking allowed at 
the trailhead or in the gravel driveway nearby, 
so please leave cars at one of the three des-
ignated parking areas for the preserves. One 
reason for this is that the trailhead is right at 
Vinal Cove, next to an especially tricky curve 
in the Calderwood Neck Road. There is ample 
room to walk safely along the shoulder here, 
but hikers should always be cautious of driv-
ers in this area. All in all, you can now enjoy 
a 2.5 mile hike from Round Pond to Carrying 
Place Bridge, with more than a mile of it hug-
ging the shoreline of Mill River.

—Kerry Hardy, Stewardship Coordinator

Vinalhaven Land Trust

The Missing Link
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Our Leadership Help Conserve the Nature of Vinalhaven 

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/City___________________________________________________State_______________________________Zip__________________

Phone______________________________________________________Email____________________________________________________

All donations, including dues, are tax deductible and will ensure that you receive VLT’s 
newsletter and notice of special events. Contributions at all levels are greatly appreciated.  
 
www.vinalhavenlandtrust.org • 207.863.2543 • PO Box 268  •  Vinalhaven, Maine  • 04863 

Join us in protecting Vinalhaven’s natural beauty with your membership or additional contribu-
tion.  Use this form or donate online at www.vinalhavenlandtrust.org. Yearly membership is $20 
per person.  Thank you!
       
      $500           $250            $100            $50              Other $ _____________  

      Check enclosed.

       If you’d prefer to pay by credit card or PayPal, please visit our website:vinalhavenlandtrust.org 

and click on the Donate Now button.  Thank you!

Jim Boone 
Lee Campbell, Jr., 
     President 
Art Carpenter 
Emily Cohn, 
     Secretary 
Eric Davis 
Joshua Eckels 
Chuck Gadzik 
David Hyde 
Bill Jaques 
 

Cay Kendrick  
Sean Mahoney 
Lucy McCarthy 
Kevin Moore 
Marjorie Stratton 
Elizabeth Swain, 
    Vice-President 
Yvonne Thomas 
Mark Tolette, 
     Treasurer 
Pam Wetherbee

Board of Directors

Staff 

Linnell Mather, Executive Director 
Acacia Berg, Programs and Communications  
Coordinator  
Kerry Hardy, Stewardship Coordinator 
Sheri Romer, Office Assistant

Vinalhaven Land Trust conserves and stewards our island’s important natural, 
recreational, and agricultural resources, including scenic and other traditionally 
valued places, for the benefit and enjoyment of the entire Vinalhaven commu-
nity. Through education and engagement, VLT seeks to advance understanding 
and appreciation of the natural world.

Log steps lead to a section of open granite ledges on the 
new Vinal Cove Trail. Stewardship and photo by Kerry 
Hardy.

Lichens on the “wedding cake” section of the Vinal Cove 
Trail. Photo by Linnell Mather.

WISH LIST  
The next Executive Director!  

Visit our website to learn more about 
the search and send leads our way.
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Interview with Our Outgoing Executive Director
Vinalhaven Land Trust:  When did you start working 

for VLT and what was your role?  What are some of the 

noticeable differences between the work of VLT then 

and now?

Linnell Mather: I first started working for VLT in late 

1994. I was hired for just a few hours a week to support 

the recordkeeping involved with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation Challenge Grant that VLT had been 

awarded towards the purchase of Roberts Island. At the 

time, the cottage, now our office at Skoog Park, was not 

winterized, so Lucy McCarthy and I worked out of the 

back room of her house for the winter months. (All the 

files and a fireproof file cabinet had to be transported 

back and forth as the seasons changed.)  Lucy’s role as 

Assistant Coordinator was also part time. I did much 

of the bookkeeping from home on what was then a 

state-of-the-art Gateway desktop computer. Those un-

able to attend meetings in person could phone in on a 

scratchy conference line and do their best to hear and 

be heard. Volunteers did much of the work: assessing 

possible land protection projects, creating trails, moni-

toring properties, creating the newsletter and other 

mailings, and all the fundraising. Email? I might have 

gotten one or two a day.

     Those few hours quickly expanded as I took on do-

nor management and most aspects of the financial re-

porting for VLT. Members of the VLT finance committee 

bought VLT’s first notebook computer (which weighed 

in at about ten pounds) for me to use, so I didn’t have 

to fight for time on Lucy’s computer. 

     Now, as an accredited land trust, we have strong 

policies in place that help guide our work and help 

ensure permanent land transactions, sound finances, 

ethical conduct, responsible governance, and lasting 

stewardship. Achieving this requires that much more 

of our work be staff driven. VLT currently has a staff 

of four, plus a seasonal steward during the summer 

months. More and more of our operations are “in the 

cloud,” cutting back greatly on our use of paper and al-

lowing us to easily share reports and documents in real 

time. Board and committee meetings can be joined by 

Zoom, which also allowed us to work remotely for thir-

teen months when Covid first became a concern. We’ve 

gone from having five or six miles of trail to maintain 

to having closer to twenty miles, including the trails 

at Middle Mountain, which we steward for the town. 

And those emails? I’ve gone from one or two a day to 

seventy-five to a hundred. That’s a mixed blessing.

VLT: Based on your experience working for a land trust 

in an island community, what are some key attributes 

to being successful?

LM: Have you heard the old saying, “if you want to 

make the gods laugh, start making plans?” That ap-

plies to working for a land trust. Few days go the way 

I envision when I start on that first cup of coffee at 5 

AM. The ferry does not run, necessitating rescheduling 

a meeting. I get an email that trees are down on one 

of the trails. A landowner calls, interested in learning 

more about land conservation. A new opportunity to 

support the community presents itself. The tent set 

up for annual meeting has come down in the night’s 

wind and rain, soaking the hundred chairs set up un-

der it. One has to be flexible, able to change gears on 

the run. A pair of hiking boots lives under my desk, so I 

can quickly change footwear and get out on the land—

whether to meet with someone, deal with an issue, or 

just get a quick nature fix. 

      There is so much more to be aware of now in our 

work: climate change and all it is bringing, including 

sea level rise and new invasive or threatening species, 

such as disease-carrying ticks and browntail moths. 

When evaluating a potential project, “climate resil-

ience” is now one of the attributes we look for. 

     One needs to be passionate about connecting peo-

ple of all ages—from preschoolers to those less agile—

to the special places of Vinalhaven. Our work is now so 

much more than “just” protecting land. It involves shar-

ing our passion for the nature of Vinalhaven and find-

ing ways to reach and engage a broad constituency in 

appreciating this special island.

VLT: What have been some of your favorite memories 

and success stories from your years at VLT?

LM: There are so many memories that I will cherish 

from my time working here. Learning from Lucy Mc-

Carthy, whose passion for conservation has influenced 

my work ever since. The moment when I was able to 

share with the VLT board that we had raised the funds 

needed to close on the Tip Toe Mountain Preserve, en-

suring that the high ground, a place enjoyed by gener-

ations of year-round and seasonal residents of all ages, 

would remain open for future generations. Achieving 

our first renewal of accreditation in 2017. Chatting with 

potential donors, and learning firsthand about what 

motivates them to support our work.

     But the acquisition of the Overlook Preserve will 

always be one of the most exciting moments for me. 

From the first time VLT’s Stewardship Coordinator Kerry 

Hardy and I explored that incredibly varied parcel in 

2017, I knew it was special. Not only for its location, 

between two previously protected parcels, but also for 

its diversity of habitats, ranging from hardwood seeps 

boasting several species of good size hardwoods to 

high domes of bare granite. Kerry, assisted by Aryeh Li-

eber, VLT’s seasonal steward in 2021, created trails and 

structures that allow hikers to experience these habi-

tats and, I hope, to share my appreciation of Charles 

Sullivan’s generosity in donating that land to VLT.

     It has been both a gift and an honor to work for 

VLT. Thanks to all of you, I have met so many wonder-

ful people, learned so much, and explored parts of the 

island I would not have seen otherwise. With a clear 

and achievable strategic plan in place, a strong and en-

gaged board, and some great staff, the organization is 

well positioned for whatever comes next.
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Message From 
The President
Change is in the Air.
     That was the phrase that former VLT 
President Susie Lawrence used in 2010 to 
describe the pending departure of our first 
Executive Director, Lucy McCarthy.  It is an 
apt description for this moment as we con-
template the retirement of Linnell Mather 
in the fall of 2022. Linnell started working 
for VLT as the bookkeeper in 1994 and has 
served as our first full-time Executive Di-
rector for the past seven years. 
     Linnell has accomplished a great deal on 
behalf of VLT in the past seven years, and 
I outlined some of them in my letter sent 
out in February, announcing her plans:  
Whole Place conservation areas, environ-
mental education and outreach, renewal of 
accreditation with the Land Trust Accredi-
tation Commission. Linnell’s professional 
expertise in the land trust world has also 
led her to serve on the steering commit-
tee of the Maine Land Trust Network, and 
locally she is co-chair of the Vinalhaven 
Sea Level Rise Committee.  Through her 
efforts, and the staff she leads, VLT is as 
strong as it has ever been, and we will have 
a further chance to acknowledge her ser-
vice this summer at the annual meeting.
     By the time you read this newsletter 
we hope to be well along in our search for 
a new Executive Director. You can check 
our website for updates, and if you have 
any thoughts or comments, please email 
search@vinalhavenlandtrust.org.

—Lee Campbell, President
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Executive Director Linnell Mather may come to the 
office looking presentable and elegant, but she always 
stashes a pair of hiking boots under her desk in or-
der to make her Clark Kent-style transition into the 
hands-on Executive Director in the field!

VLT is excited to be partnering with the town’s 
Sea Level Rise Committee and the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute (GMRI) in bringing the Ecosys-
tems Investigation Network to the island later 
this year. This community science opportunity 
supports field-based collaborative research into 
the climate-driven changes happening in the 
Gulf of Maine and its watershed. The Network 
includes locally and regionally focused projects 
designed to engage participants in rewarding 
work and generate scientific data and under-
standing. This Network—its tools, people, and 
guides—is designed to be a resource for scien-
tists and communities to create projects involv-
ing all kinds of people, from middle school stu-
dents to seasoned sportsmen. The participants 
collect and consider data to reveal new patterns 
and new understandings of how climate change 
is impacting our region’s species, communities, 
and habitats. Through connected efforts and 
conversations, it is our hope that what we uncov-
er together gives us all a better understanding 
of the effects of climate change on our regional 
watershed system. You can learn more about the 
Network at investigate.gmri.org.
     Vinalhaven has deep cultural and economic 
ties to the coast and the waters of the Gulf of 
Maine. The Sea Level Rise Committee has been 
working since 2016 to better understand the 
impacts of sea level rise and storm surge, and to 
share what they learn with decision makers and 
the community so that Vinalhaven can be a bet-
ter informed and more climate resilient commu-

nity. You can learn more about their work from 
their page on the Town of Vinalhaven’s website: 
townofvinalhaven.org.
     What will the Ecosystems Investigation Net-
work look like on Vinalhaven? This project will al-
low anyone on island to collect and upload data 
about coastal flooding and its impacts. Though 
there will be four designated coastal monitoring 
sites (Lane’s Island, State Beach, the north end 
landing and Grimes Park), anyone can partici-
pate from any location of their own choosing. As 
the varying weather patterns around the island 
can lead to differences in tide height and pos-
sible storm surge, this project aims to uncover 
those patterns.
     This project welcomes everyone to partici-
pate—contribute your observations, document 
the types of impacts you are seeing, and share 
your concerns. Even if you’re not out at high tide, 
you can still look for evidence of flooding, such 
as high water marks, which could be washed up 
seaweed or other ocean debris or signs of ero-
sion. 
     Once this project launches, we’ll be sharing 
more information about how to participate in 
the Wind, on our website, and in our monthly 
digital newsletter. If you’re not already receiving 
that, and would like to, please email programs@
vinalhavenlandtrust.org to sign up.

—Linnell Mather, Executive Director of VLT and co-
chair of the Vinalhaven Sea Level Rise Committee

A wild day at State Beach! Photo by Linnell Mather.

With the warm weather comes tick 
season, unfortunately. Don’t forget 
to perform frequent tick checks on 
yourself, your family and your pets. 
For more information on ticks and 
tick strategies, visit the resource 
page on our website:  
vinalhavenlandtrust.org/resources.

TICK CHECK

Ecosystems Investigation Network
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By The WayEnvironmental Education at Vinalhaven School

At Vinalhaven School, many exciting environmen-
tal education programs are underway or have al-
ready happened this spring, and boy, does it feel 
good to see the students outside and learning all 
together again!
     In March, a group of high-achieving students 
in Dan Ganoza’s high school science classes par-
ticipated in the Envirothon, a problem-solving 
and team building competition for high school 
students focused on Earth and Environmental Sci-
ence topics. Taking place on the campus of Uni-
versity of Maine at Orono, Vinalhaven students 
attended the spring training and learned about this 
year’s subject focuses from professionals in each 

field. While on campus, they also had the oppor-
tunity to learn more about an educational and/or 
professional future in the environmental  and natu-
ral resource sectors. 
     We’re also proud sponsors of an ongoing col-
laboration between the middle school science stu-
dents and Hurricane Island Center for Science and 
Leadership (HICS&L). Putting their conceptual 
scientific knowledge to the test during classroom 
visits and activities led by HICS&L’s John Van Dis, 
Emily Cohn’s middle school students have been 
working to create fishing & aquaculture gear using 
their inherent innovation and their 3D printers. 
After continuing to build their traps and collect 

data throughout the spring, the students will get to 
visit Hurricane Island for some site-specific learn-
ing and project building in June. 
     By the time you read this, elementary students 
will be out and about as well, with educational 
hikes on our trails led by Tanglewood Learning 
Center and an interactive presentation about Vi-
nalhaven’s First Peoples by our own Kerry Hardy. 
Seeing the students’ curiosity, intuitive inspira-
tions, and enthusiasm come to life in—and outside 
of—the classroom is what fills us with hope for a 
future led by this next generation of island stew-
ards!
—Acacia Berg, Programs and Communications Coordinator

We hope you will join us under the tent at 
Skoog Park on Friday, July 29th at 4 p.m. 
for VLT’s 37th Annual Meeting. Our speaker 
this year will be Amy Watson, CEO of Fox 
Islands Electric Cooperative, Inc. (FIEC), an 
electric transmission and distribution utility, 
and managing member of Fox Islands Wind, 
LLC, a 4.5 MW wind generation facility. Prior 
to moving to Maine, she served as General 
Counsel, representing an electric coopera-
tive in Colorado, on large-scale solar proj-
ects, legislative regulations and other legal 
matters. 
     After the usual reports from board mem-
bers and Linnell, please enjoy a beverage 
and some nibbles while we all get to see one 
another again. As we did last year, all voting 
will be done by proxy; we’ll be mailing those 
to you in early July.

VLT’s popular day camp hopes to be back 
this summer, but we’re looking for a quali-
fied individual or team to lead it. Please 
email programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.
org if you or someone you know could be 
interested!

Annual Meeting
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Show your support for our work to conserve 
the nature of Vinalhaven by purchasing one 
of the many items available from our office 
at Skoog Park or at the Flea Market this sum-
mer. If you don’t plan on getting to the is-
land this year, visit our website or call us and 
we would be happy to mail you any of the 
following items: hats, fleece vests, tote bags 
with an Elaine Crossman print, notecards 
with artwork by Pam Grumbach, notecards 
with Vinalhaven images taken by our staff 
and volunteers, and 3’ x 4’ maps of Vinalhav-
en’s geology created by Olcott Gates. Images 
and prices are on our website: vinalhaven-
landtrust.org/vlt-merchandise.

High school students attending the Envirothon training in Orono and a middle school student designing his 3D printer lobster trap for the HICS&L project. Photos by Acacia Berg.

SCHOLARSHIPS!

VOLUNTEER ON OUR TRAILS

This year, for the first time, VLT will be 
offering several scholarships to Vinal-
haven students:

• An annually renewing $2,000 scholar-
ship for a graduating senior pursuing 
further education or training in a field 
that aligns with our mission

• Two scholarships for high school 
students to attend the Sustainability 
Leadership summer program at Hurri-
cane Center for Science and Leadership

• Two scholarships for middle school 
students to attend a summer program 
at Tanglewood Learning Center

• Similar summer camp experiences, in-
volving nature, sustainability, STEM, or 
the like, are also eligible.

To find out how interested students 
can learn more and apply, email
programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.org.

We’re excited to get back out on the trails with 
you this season! If you want to join us in our 
upkeep duties, keep an eye out for our trail 
maintenance work days. 
     VLT Stewardship Coordinator Kerry Hardy 
will lead these monthly expeditions during 
which you will spend 2-3 hours pushing back 
encroaching brush, trimming branches, in-
stalling signage, and accomplishing whatever 
else needs to get done. 
     Volunteer parties meet at Skoog Park at 9 
a.m. to venture out to a VLT preserve. Closed 
toes shoes are required; long pants are recom-
mended. Let us know if you’d like to be alerted 
as work days are scheduled by sending an 
email to programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.org. 
     We’ll also be spreading the word with post-
ers around town and posts on Facebook and 
Instagram.  

This season’s Walks and Talks offers a schedule 
filled with events for a variety of interests and 
abilities. Here is just a taste of what we have 
scheduled so far:

Weekly Bird Walks: every Thursday 
from June 16th-September 15th
April: Basin Cleanup
May: Warbler Walk, Vernal Pool Walk
June: Wild Flower Walk, Geology Walk, 
Forest Management
July: Wildflower Walk, Low Tide Walk, 
Wind Turbine Tour, Hurricane Island Trip
August: Fairy Houses, Burnt Island Hike, 
Dog Walk, Grasses and Sedge Walk, Low 
Tide Walk, Geology Walk
September: Saltwater Marsh Walk, 
Coastal Cleanup

Learn more about these events and others by 
visiting the event calendar available on our 
website.

WALKS AND TALKS PREVIEW

Over the winter, we bid adieu to Sherry Rega, 
VLT’s former Programs Coordinator. In her tenure 
with VLT, she upgraded us to a new, resource rich 
website, as well as expanding our outreach and 
communication programs, and we wish her all the 
best in all her future endeavors!
     In her place, Acacia Berg joined us as the new 
Programs and Communications Coordinator. 
Acacia comes to us with a background in envi-
ronmental education and regenerative agriculture. 
She grew up learning to appreciate the gifts of the 
natural world through gardening, foraging, maple 
sugaring, and exploring the forested ravines of her 
childhood home in the Driftless region of Wis-
consin. Over the years, she’s refined her interests 
through an environmental education at Conserve 
School and Knox College, and through experience 
in community with others on organic farms and in 
the food justice movement. Since coming to Vin-
alhaven to get to know her partner’s beloved child-
hood home and work on the Creelman Farm, she 
has fallen in love with the island’s natural beauty 
and tightknit community, and has been enjoying 

making a life on Vinalhaven year-round.
     At VLT, Acacia manages our website and social 
media accounts, organizes environmental educa-
tion programs for Vinalhaven School, and facili-
tates outreach to members and the larger commu-
nity. She is excited to be part of the VLT team and 
to engage with community members, so if you stop 
by the office, be sure to say hi! 

You can make a provision now in your estate plan 
that will benefit VLT in the future. A gift from your 
estate will help ensure that the places we save 
today will be conserved forever. Protection and 
stewardship in perpetuity is what the land trust 
promises, and together we can make this pledge 
a reality.
     A planned gift of almost any size will help en-
sure the protection of the habitats and scenic 
views we all love. Such a gift could be accom-
plished by simply adding a codicil (amendment) 
to your will, or by naming VLT as a beneficiary of 
an insurance policy or retirement plan.  Please 
contact Linnell Mather at 207.863.2543 for more 
information on planned giving options.
     In planning your gift, you should consult with a 
financial advisor or attorney to discuss your par-
ticular situation.

Spring is the time of returning bird songs and 
bright blossoms, and also the time to reaffirm 
your support for VLT by renewing your member-
ship. If you’re not a member already, we’d love to 
sign you up!
    Your membership helps maintain more than 
17 miles of trails for hikers of all abilities, aids 
in providing educational Walks and Talks pro-
gramming available to enthusiasts of any age 
at no cost, and supports educational tools that 
encourage students to learn about the habitats, 
plants, animals, and natural resources of their is-
land home. 
     You can renew your membership by using the 
response card we recently mailed out, the form 
on the back of this newsletter, or the “Donate 
Now” button on our website: vinalhavenland-
trust.org. Thank you for your support!

Give This Spring Leave a Legacy

Island Explorers

VLT Merchandise

New Programs and Communications Staff
Photo: Acacia Berg

Acacia Berg. Photo by Dmitri Chambers.

A FOND FAREWELL AND A WARM WELCOME
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Donors

IN HONOR OF 
Jim & Merry Boone
Lee Campbell, Jr.
The marriage of Fransesca Ferrero &       
     Alexander McDonald
Darby & Joel Goldberg
Joel Gratwick’s birthday
James and Pat, trail runners 
     extraordinaire
Cay & George Kendrick
Susan Lawrence
Susie MacBride
Lynn Maichle
John Mcleod
Bisley McPhail
Craig & Kate  O’Donnell
Pam  Wetherbee
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Elmer “Army” Armstrong
David Bogart
Mary Brock
Philip Ward Brown
Marguerite Buck
Eleanor L. Campbell
Emily Dean
Lee Howard
Ben Labaree, Sr.
Jacqueline LaCroix
Misty
Dr. Gregory O’Keefe
Carolyn Pardoe
Stephen Sellinger
Holmes Stockly
Federico & Madeleine Welsch
_________________________

Victoria Albert-Olson 
William Alcorn 
Claudia & Joe Allen 
Pam & Steve Alley 
Amazon Smile Foundation 
David & Holly Ambler 
Addison Ames Jr.
 Anonymous (21) 
Charity Reynolds Appell 
James Appleby 
Alexandra Aron 
Jane & Tom Babbitt 
Christine Bailey 
William Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Banker 
David Batchelder 
Elizabeth Bean 
Laura & Scott Beebe 
John & Sarah Beggs 
John & Patricia Bergin 
Kevin & Susan Bernier 
Colette & Edmund Berry 
Elizabeth Bickford 
Geoff & Mike Bird 
Kathleen & Sheldon Bird 
Heather & Tom Blake 
Charlene Blount 
Louisa Boatwright 

Peter Bodnar 
Elisabeth & Frank Bohlen 
Jessica Bayer & Jack Bonner, IV 
James & Meredith Boone 
Anyes & Jay Borden 
Paul Bergkamp & Martha Borrero 
Ellen Boyd 
Candace Boyden 
Perry Boyden 
Ruth Alden & Atim Boykin 
Steve Brock & Sheri Romer
Hooper Brooks 
Janice & Thom Brown 
Steven Buck 
David & Leigh Buckman 
Bruce Philip and Karen Burns 
Larry Brady & Don Burns 
Josephine Bush 
Mary C. L. Bush-Brown 
Barbara & William Buss 
John & Ruth Buteau 
Judy & Skip Butler 
The Butterfield Family 
Rosalie Byard 
Cathy & Leverett Byrd 
Richard Byrd lll
Elizabeth Calihan 
Levin Campbell 
Peter McGlamery & Nancy Camp   
     bell 
Levin Campbell, Jr.
Lois & Robert Candage 
Alexandra & Arthur Carpenter 
Walker Carpenter 
Peter Carroll 
Bobbie Carnwath & Jack Carter 
Margaret Casey 
Frank & Lynda Cassidy 
Mary Cattan 
Patience & Thomas Chamberlin 
Jane & Russell Chapman 
Larry Best & Kory Chatelain 
Terri Rae Chattin 
Diana Cherbuliez 
Susan Cherbuliez 
Andrew & Barbara Chernack 
Nevins Bartolomeo & Rachel 
     Church 
Craig & Sarah Churchill 
Lizzie Clapham 
Ben & Susanne Clark 
Tina Clark 
Nicole Cherbuliez & Seth Clayter 
Jennifer Clements 
Caroline Coggeshall 
Douglas & Lois Coleman 
Patricia Colhoun 
Anne & Franz Colloredo -Mansfeld 
Chesca & Rudi Colloredo-Mansfeld 
Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld 
Pam Conine 
Colleen & Jim Conlan 
Barb & Mark Connors 
Karla Conway 
Elizabeth & Michael Cooney 
Don & Terri Coustan 
Christophe & Landis Coutzoukis 
Wendy Cox 
Catherine & Peter Creighton 
Mory & Sarah Creighton lll
The Creighton Family 
Elaine & Philip Crossman 
Poppy Connor-Crouch & John      
     Crouch 

Bruce & Sandra Cummings 
Joshua Byard & Carrie Cummings 
David Cummiskey 
Jeannie Curtiss 
Ruth Cutler 
Drew McGhee & Peter Davidson 
Kris Davidson 
Bonnie & Eric Davis 
Susan Davis 
Ethelyn Day 
Judy Blevins & Howard Day 
Walter Day 
Edwin & the late Emily Dean 
The Dell Giving Fund at Blackbaud 
Leo & Penny Demers 
Bonnie & Matt Dewkett 
Carol & John Dexter 
Donald & Elizabeth Dicey 
Joseph & Mara Donadio 
Irene Donoso 
Susan Dempster & Gerry Doughty 
Olivia Dreier 
Grace Drown 
Cindy & Jim Dunham 
Tyler Dunham 
David & Robyn Eaton 
Elizabeth Eaton 
Delphine Eberhart 
Kathleen Egan 
Judith Ellenzweig 
Andrew Dorr & Kate Elmes 
Ben Emory 
Doug Durant & Anne Engelhart 
Bill Allen & Alice Evarts 
Helen Evarts 
Holly Evarts 
Barbara & John Everett 
Margaret Ewing 
The Facebook Giving Fund 
Richard Fairbanks 
Priscilla Fales 
Eleanor Bartolomeo & Young C. Fan 
Frank & Franci Vinal Farnsworth 
Shelley & Steve Fein 
Elizabeth Fender 
Daniel & Teri Ferguson 
Tristan Dahn & Enrica Ferrero 
Jenny Fife 
Claudia Dengler & Douglas 
     Fincham 
Gail & Thomas Finlay 
Ginny Fitts 
Roberta FitzGerald 
Alexandra Fitzsimmons 
George & Lisa Foote 
Charlie & Sarah Forbes 
George Fosque 
Charity on Top Foundation 
Katie Capelli & Richard Frank 
Chris Foster & Hilary French 
Marnie & Peter Frost 
Elizabeth Barrett & John Frumer 
Kelly Frumer 
Louis Frumer 
Gail S. Fu 
Cynthia Cave & Chuck Gadzik 
Cyrus & Diane Garner 
Rochelle Garnett 
Peter Gasperini 
Frank Feist & Sarah Gates 
Diana Gay 
Ebenezer & Winnifred Gay 
Harvey & Pamela Geiger 
Constance & Fred Gemmer 

Mr. & Mrs. David Gengler 
Connor Esworth & Karl Gerchow 
Bonnie Germain 
Eleanor Gibney 
Robin Gibson 
Bruce & Kay Giffin 
John Alden & Beth Gilford 
Susan Godfrey 
Tom Gardner & Marian Godfrey 
Darby & Jordan Goldberg 
Natalie Dean & Jeff Goldenson 
Andrew Cohen & Mary Gooderham 
Dale & Jeannie Goodwin 
Cyndie Gould 
Lindsey & Margaret Grandison 
Susan Barnes & Martha Grant 
Anita & Harry Gratwick 
Joel & Rebecca Gratwick 
Patricia Dunn & Douglas Green 
Jackson Gregory 
Philip Greven 
William Griffin 
Michael & Pat Grishman 
Andrew Baker & Andrea Griswold 
Donna Cordner & Brent Groce 
The late Lucy Groening 
Marian Grogan 
James & Pamela Grumbach 
Paul Gudelis 
David & Sara Hadden 
Janet Gohres & Robert Hahl 
Gordon Hall 
Karen Gates & James Hall 
Elizabeth Haluszka 
Cheryl Hamilton 
Kate Hannan 
Anja Hanson 
Diana & Robert Harding 
Margaret Hardy 
Carla Harris 
James Hartley 
T. Alan & Marianne Hatton 
Molly Perkins Hauck 
Allan & Jeanie Hayes 
Jean C. Hayes 
April Heck 
Suzanne Heller 
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Ben & Vannesa Henneke 
Erinn & Jeff Hicks 
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Malcolm & Julia Hildreth 
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Gwen & L. Emmett Holt lV 
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Cynthia & Mark Howard 
Alex & Kathryn Hoyt 
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Sherry Huber 
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Island Sail 
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Benjamin & Betsy Williams 
Christopher Lane & Christine
      Williams 
Jeanne Segal & Dick Williams 
Jesse, Sr. & Linda Williams 
Karen & Jeffrey Wills 
Lloyd Van Lunen & Margaret Wilson 
Beth Newbold & Pat Winkler 
Katherine & Carlton Winslow 
The WLS Foundation 
Frank Marchell & Cindy Wojcicki 
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We make every effort 
to ensure the accuracy 
of this list. If we have 
inadvertently omitted or 
misspelled your name, 
please accept our deepest 
apologies.

Thank you!
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Carol Goodridge & Jim Payne 
Chris & Sue Payne 
The PayPal Giving Fund 
Josie Iselin & Ken Pearce 
Javier Peñalosa 
Melissa & Steve Pennell 
Cris Pera 
Brittany Perham 
Katharine Perkins 
Stephen Ervin & Valerie Perkins 
David & Julie Perry 
Nancy Petersmeyer 
Susan Petersmeyer 
Gheretein & Jeffrey Peterson 
John Phillips 
Deborah Pixley 
Leah Creelman & Martha 
     Plusquellec 
Joshua Eckels & Annalee Poe 
Lucian Burg & Marie Pollard 
Katherine Hooper & Arthur Porter 
Tom Kearney & Rebecca Pschirrer 
Janine & John Putnam 
Deb Manegold & Dwight Quayle 
Richard & Virginia Quick 
Joan Quigley 
Geoffrey Gratwick & Lucy Quimby 
James & Sharon Radford 
Susan Radley 
Aviva Rahmani 
Glenn Bremer & Sherry Rega 
Heather Stamler & Robert Remillard 
Irene & Ned Reynolds 
Joe & Sarah Reynolds 
Marcus Rhinelander 
Colleen Brown & Douglas Richards 
John & Wendy Richards 
Kelly & Peter Richards 
Flora Drury & Troy Richardson 
John & Marie Richardson 

Ivy & Michael Richmond 
Ruth Ripnitz 
F. Richard Pappas & Adrienne Rivers 
A. Sydney Roberts 
Allen Roberts 
Converse Roberts 
Lloyd & Marjorie Roberts 
Steve Robey 
Barry Robinson 
James Robinson 
Richard Morgan & Arlene Roden
     beck 
Charles Lowrey & Susie Rodriguez 
Martha & Paul Rogers lll
John Baker lll & Arlene Roman 
Christine & Paul Rosell 
Christine Kaye & Adam Rosell 
Alice Bissell & Stephen Rosen 
Marjorie Rosenberg 
Jim Rosenfeld 
Cathy & Ron Rosenstock 
Alexander Colhoun & Selina 
     Rossister 
Wanatha Garner & Hugh Roth 
Joan & Tom Rouilllard 
Mark & Wendy Rovelli 
Julie Frank & Scott Royer 
Bonnie Rukin 
Christina & James Runcie 
Anne Russell 
David F. & Susan Russell 
Holly & William Russell 
Joe Reynolds & Sarah Russell 
Robert McQuilkin Jr. & Willy Russell Jr.

Vicki & Westy Saltonstall 
Maria Santovenia 
Amy Davis & Phil Saul 
Katie & Matt Sawatzky 
Lori Sawyer 
Daniece & Roland Sayward 
Lila Schaefer 
Sophia Schaefer 
Victoria Brett & Geoff Schaefer 
Denise Schlener 
Michael Schlesinger 
Carrie & Christopher Scholz 
Linda Schuller 
Alice & Tom Schultz 
Mary Schwanke 
James & Trina Secor 
Michael Seif 
The Sekhar Family 
George Jolly & Caroline Seligman 
John Feingold & Nancy Seligson 
Virginia Calega & Mark Sereni 
Allan & Sally Seymour 
Sandra Sheeline 
Peter Shelley 
Patricia & W. Stevens Sheppard 
Janann Sherman 
Dewey Shay & Cal Shook 
John Bianchi & Alexandra Shor 
Larry Rogers & Mary Silva 
Eric & Rhoda Silverberg 
Lilea & Richard Simis 
Anne & Kendrick Simmons 
Ellen C. L. Simmons 
Clara Simon 
Thomas Sisk 
James & Toni Skiff 
David Drinkwater & Jacqueline 
     Smethurst 
Clawson Smith 
Daniel Abbasi & Deborah Smith 

David & Stephanie Smith 
J.P & Kaki Smith 
Karen Kuskin-Smith & C. James 
     Smith 
Marian Smith 
Peter Belknap & Jennifer Snodgrass 
Ben Labaree & Alison Snow 
Kate Somerville 
Joan Sommers 
David Seligman & Kate Sontag 
Caroline & Stephen Sontheimer 
Carl & Judith Spang 
Jonathan & Sue St. Mary 
Karen Golding-Staelin & Charles 
     Staelin 
Bettye Bradley & David Stansbury 
Martha Stanton 
Mark & Lisa Steege 
Lincoln & Shraddah Pai Stein 
Mary Sillman & Martin Stein 
Gavi & Victoria Steinberg 
Caleb Stewart 
Richard & Valerie Stewart 
Ayres & CC Stockly 
Didi Stockly 
Elise Stockly 
Cristina Squeff & Mitchell Stokes 
Selina & Thomas Stokes 
Judith Stout 
Marjorie Stratton 
Gust & Jan Stringos 
Ellen Stutman 
Ann Sublett 
Charles & Claudia Sullivan Jr.
Susan Maycock and Charles 
     Sullivan 
Chris Ayres & Elizabeth Swain 
Connie Keedle & David Swain 
Elanor S. Campbell & Darrell Swank 
Carl & Theresa Swidorski 
Susan Tananbaum 
Alina Sorrells & Dan Taus 
Dan Boxer & Karin Tehue 
Gabrielle Dean & Tim Teigen 
Agnes Terry 
Alexander Terry 
Elizabeth & Matthew Terry 
Lisa Cherbuliez & John Terry 
Alison Thibault 
Sally Thibault 
Jamie & Yvonne Thomas 
Caleb Thompson 
Carol & Skip Thompson 
Shannon Thompson 
Patricia & Stanley Timson 
Katharine Baker & Peter Titelman 
Ben Matlock & Ted Todd 
Mark & Mary Lou Tolette 
Cortland & Roxanne Tolman 
Silas Towler 
The Trafford Family 
Robert & Virginia Travers 
Darrow Lebovici & Margaret 
     Twohey 
Andrew & Katherine Updegrove 
Joseph & Mary Lou Upton 
Danielle Vacanti 
Christi & Jan van Heek 
Cecily Vaughan 
Christian & Mary Verlaque 
Alan Farago & Lisa Versaci 
Gary Krog & Lori Versaci 
Christine Vincent 
Jean Vincent 

Karen Walbridge 
Jonathan Wales 
Kate & Tom Walker 
Judy Heininger & Ted Walsh 
Chris & Jennifer Walton 
Bessy Kong & John Wasielewski 
Susan Brownsword & Craig Waters 
Nancy Weaver 
Barbara Keen & Constance Webster 
Dana & Noel Webster 
Kathy & Randy Webster 
Mary Jo & Paul Webster 
Cynthia & Gary Wegner 
Lorraine Ferguson & Adam 
     Weinberg 
David & Sandra Weiss 
Michelle Tullier & Avrum Weiss 
Barbara Weitz 
Jason Hearst & Sarah Welch 
The Welsch Family 
Cristy West 
Charles Pardoe & Mariette Wes
     termann 
Beth Furman & David Wetherbee 
Pamela Wetherbee 
Joseph & Sarah Whinery 
Ann Helwege & Tim White 
Barbara Deuell & Peter Whitman 
Coralee & Rodney Whittemore 
Bob & Nyla Wiebe 
Erin Wietecha 
Bob Wilbanks 
Andrew Kimball & Sarah Williams 
Ben Williams Sr.
Benjamin & Betsy Williams 
Christopher Lane & Christine
      Williams 
Jeanne Segal & Dick Williams 
Jesse, Sr. & Linda Williams 
Karen & Jeffrey Wills 
Lloyd Van Lunen & Margaret Wilson 
Beth Newbold & Pat Winkler 
Katherine & Carlton Winslow 
The WLS Foundation 
Frank Marchell & Cindy Wojcicki 
Wendy Wolfe 
Allie Wood 
David & Nancy Wood 
Eleanor & Timothy Wright 
Joan Wright 
Rick Wyman 
Christine & Leonard Yannielli 
Albert L. Yetter 
Dick & Holly Young 
Spencer Youngblood 
Roz Zander 
Stephen Zoloth 
Joshua Stein & Laura Zucker 

We make every effort 
to ensure the accuracy 
of this list. If we have 
inadvertently omitted or 
misspelled your name, 
please accept our deepest 
apologies.

Thank you!
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By The WayEnvironmental Education at Vinalhaven School

At Vinalhaven School, many exciting environmen-
tal education programs are underway or have al-
ready happened this spring, and boy, does it feel 
good to see the students outside and learning all 
together again!
     In March, a group of high-achieving students 
in Dan Ganoza’s high school science classes par-
ticipated in the Envirothon, a problem-solving 
and team building competition for high school 
students focused on Earth and Environmental Sci-
ence topics. Taking place on the campus of Uni-
versity of Maine at Orono, Vinalhaven students 
attended the spring training and learned about this 
year’s subject focuses from professionals in each 

field. While on campus, they also had the oppor-
tunity to learn more about an educational and/or 
professional future in the environmental  and natu-
ral resource sectors. 
     We’re also proud sponsors of an ongoing col-
laboration between the middle school science stu-
dents and Hurricane Island Center for Science and 
Leadership (HICS&L). Putting their conceptual 
scientific knowledge to the test during classroom 
visits and activities led by HICS&L’s John Van Dis, 
Emily Cohn’s middle school students have been 
working to create fishing & aquaculture gear using 
their inherent innovation and their 3D printers. 
After continuing to build their traps and collect 

data throughout the spring, the students will get to 
visit Hurricane Island for some site-specific learn-
ing and project building in June. 
     By the time you read this, elementary students 
will be out and about as well, with educational 
hikes on our trails led by Tanglewood Learning 
Center and an interactive presentation about Vi-
nalhaven’s First Peoples by our own Kerry Hardy. 
Seeing the students’ curiosity, intuitive inspira-
tions, and enthusiasm come to life in—and outside 
of—the classroom is what fills us with hope for a 
future led by this next generation of island stew-
ards!
—Acacia Berg, Programs and Communications Coordinator

We hope you will join us under the tent at 
Skoog Park on Friday, July 29th at 4 p.m. 
for VLT’s 37th Annual Meeting. Our speaker 
this year will be Amy Watson, CEO of Fox 
Islands Electric Cooperative, Inc. (FIEC), an 
electric transmission and distribution utility, 
and managing member of Fox Islands Wind, 
LLC, a 4.5 MW wind generation facility. Prior 
to moving to Maine, she served as General 
Counsel, representing an electric coopera-
tive in Colorado, on large-scale solar proj-
ects, legislative regulations and other legal 
matters. 
     After the usual reports from board mem-
bers and Linnell, please enjoy a beverage 
and some nibbles while we all get to see one 
another again. As we did last year, all voting 
will be done by proxy; we’ll be mailing those 
to you in early July.

VLT’s popular day camp hopes to be back 
this summer, but we’re looking for a quali-
fied individual or team to lead it. Please 
email programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.
org if you or someone you know could be 
interested!

Annual Meeting
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Show your support for our work to conserve 
the nature of Vinalhaven by purchasing one 
of the many items available from our office 
at Skoog Park or at the Flea Market this sum-
mer. If you don’t plan on getting to the is-
land this year, visit our website or call us and 
we would be happy to mail you any of the 
following items: hats, fleece vests, tote bags 
with an Elaine Crossman print, notecards 
with artwork by Pam Grumbach, notecards 
with Vinalhaven images taken by our staff 
and volunteers, and 3’ x 4’ maps of Vinalhav-
en’s geology created by Olcott Gates. Images 
and prices are on our website: vinalhaven-
landtrust.org/vlt-merchandise.

High school students attending the Envirothon training in Orono and a middle school student designing his 3D printer lobster trap for the HICS&L project. Photos by Acacia Berg.

SCHOLARSHIPS!

VOLUNTEER ON OUR TRAILS

This year, for the first time, VLT will be 
offering several scholarships to Vinal-
haven students:

• An annually renewing $2,000 scholar-
ship for a graduating senior pursuing 
further education or training in a field 
that aligns with our mission

• Two scholarships for high school 
students to attend the Sustainability 
Leadership summer program at Hurri-
cane Center for Science and Leadership

• Two scholarships for middle school 
students to attend a summer program 
at Tanglewood Learning Center

• Similar summer camp experiences, in-
volving nature, sustainability, STEM, or 
the like, are also eligible.

To find out how interested students 
can learn more and apply, email
programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.org.

We’re excited to get back out on the trails with 
you this season! If you want to join us in our 
upkeep duties, keep an eye out for our trail 
maintenance work days. 
     VLT Stewardship Coordinator Kerry Hardy 
will lead these monthly expeditions during 
which you will spend 2-3 hours pushing back 
encroaching brush, trimming branches, in-
stalling signage, and accomplishing whatever 
else needs to get done. 
     Volunteer parties meet at Skoog Park at 9 
a.m. to venture out to a VLT preserve. Closed 
toes shoes are required; long pants are recom-
mended. Let us know if you’d like to be alerted 
as work days are scheduled by sending an 
email to programs@vinalhavenlandtrust.org. 
     We’ll also be spreading the word with post-
ers around town and posts on Facebook and 
Instagram.  

This season’s Walks and Talks offers a schedule 
filled with events for a variety of interests and 
abilities. Here is just a taste of what we have 
scheduled so far:

Weekly Bird Walks: every Thursday 
from June 16th-September 15th
April: Basin Cleanup
May: Warbler Walk, Vernal Pool Walk
June: Wild Flower Walk, Geology Walk, 
Forest Management
July: Wildflower Walk, Low Tide Walk, 
Wind Turbine Tour, Hurricane Island Trip
August: Fairy Houses, Burnt Island Hike, 
Dog Walk, Grasses and Sedge Walk, Low 
Tide Walk, Geology Walk
September: Saltwater Marsh Walk, 
Coastal Cleanup

Learn more about these events and others by 
visiting the event calendar available on our 
website.

WALKS AND TALKS PREVIEW

Over the winter, we bid adieu to Sherry Rega, 
VLT’s former Programs Coordinator. In her tenure 
with VLT, she upgraded us to a new, resource rich 
website, as well as expanding our outreach and 
communication programs, and we wish her all the 
best in all her future endeavors!
     In her place, Acacia Berg joined us as the new 
Programs and Communications Coordinator. 
Acacia comes to us with a background in envi-
ronmental education and regenerative agriculture. 
She grew up learning to appreciate the gifts of the 
natural world through gardening, foraging, maple 
sugaring, and exploring the forested ravines of her 
childhood home in the Driftless region of Wis-
consin. Over the years, she’s refined her interests 
through an environmental education at Conserve 
School and Knox College, and through experience 
in community with others on organic farms and in 
the food justice movement. Since coming to Vin-
alhaven to get to know her partner’s beloved child-
hood home and work on the Creelman Farm, she 
has fallen in love with the island’s natural beauty 
and tightknit community, and has been enjoying 

making a life on Vinalhaven year-round.
     At VLT, Acacia manages our website and social 
media accounts, organizes environmental educa-
tion programs for Vinalhaven School, and facili-
tates outreach to members and the larger commu-
nity. She is excited to be part of the VLT team and 
to engage with community members, so if you stop 
by the office, be sure to say hi! 

You can make a provision now in your estate plan 
that will benefit VLT in the future. A gift from your 
estate will help ensure that the places we save 
today will be conserved forever. Protection and 
stewardship in perpetuity is what the land trust 
promises, and together we can make this pledge 
a reality.
     A planned gift of almost any size will help en-
sure the protection of the habitats and scenic 
views we all love. Such a gift could be accom-
plished by simply adding a codicil (amendment) 
to your will, or by naming VLT as a beneficiary of 
an insurance policy or retirement plan.  Please 
contact Linnell Mather at 207.863.2543 for more 
information on planned giving options.
     In planning your gift, you should consult with a 
financial advisor or attorney to discuss your par-
ticular situation.

Spring is the time of returning bird songs and 
bright blossoms, and also the time to reaffirm 
your support for VLT by renewing your member-
ship. If you’re not a member already, we’d love to 
sign you up!
    Your membership helps maintain more than 
17 miles of trails for hikers of all abilities, aids 
in providing educational Walks and Talks pro-
gramming available to enthusiasts of any age 
at no cost, and supports educational tools that 
encourage students to learn about the habitats, 
plants, animals, and natural resources of their is-
land home. 
     You can renew your membership by using the 
response card we recently mailed out, the form 
on the back of this newsletter, or the “Donate 
Now” button on our website: vinalhavenland-
trust.org. Thank you for your support!

Give This Spring Leave a Legacy

Island Explorers

VLT Merchandise

New Programs and Communications Staff
Photo: Acacia Berg

Acacia Berg. Photo by Dmitri Chambers.

A FOND FAREWELL AND A WARM WELCOME



Interview with Our Outgoing Executive Director
Vinalhaven Land Trust:  When did you start working 

for VLT and what was your role?  What are some of the 

noticeable differences between the work of VLT then 

and now?

Linnell Mather: I first started working for VLT in late 

1994. I was hired for just a few hours a week to support 

the recordkeeping involved with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation Challenge Grant that VLT had been 

awarded towards the purchase of Roberts Island. At the 

time, the cottage, now our office at Skoog Park, was not 

winterized, so Lucy McCarthy and I worked out of the 

back room of her house for the winter months. (All the 

files and a fireproof file cabinet had to be transported 

back and forth as the seasons changed.)  Lucy’s role as 

Assistant Coordinator was also part time. I did much 

of the bookkeeping from home on what was then a 

state-of-the-art Gateway desktop computer. Those un-

able to attend meetings in person could phone in on a 

scratchy conference line and do their best to hear and 

be heard. Volunteers did much of the work: assessing 

possible land protection projects, creating trails, moni-

toring properties, creating the newsletter and other 

mailings, and all the fundraising. Email? I might have 

gotten one or two a day.

     Those few hours quickly expanded as I took on do-

nor management and most aspects of the financial re-

porting for VLT. Members of the VLT finance committee 

bought VLT’s first notebook computer (which weighed 

in at about ten pounds) for me to use, so I didn’t have 

to fight for time on Lucy’s computer. 

     Now, as an accredited land trust, we have strong 

policies in place that help guide our work and help 

ensure permanent land transactions, sound finances, 

ethical conduct, responsible governance, and lasting 

stewardship. Achieving this requires that much more 

of our work be staff driven. VLT currently has a staff 

of four, plus a seasonal steward during the summer 

months. More and more of our operations are “in the 

cloud,” cutting back greatly on our use of paper and al-

lowing us to easily share reports and documents in real 

time. Board and committee meetings can be joined by 

Zoom, which also allowed us to work remotely for thir-

teen months when Covid first became a concern. We’ve 

gone from having five or six miles of trail to maintain 

to having closer to twenty miles, including the trails 

at Middle Mountain, which we steward for the town. 

And those emails? I’ve gone from one or two a day to 

seventy-five to a hundred. That’s a mixed blessing.

VLT: Based on your experience working for a land trust 

in an island community, what are some key attributes 

to being successful?

LM: Have you heard the old saying, “if you want to 

make the gods laugh, start making plans?” That ap-

plies to working for a land trust. Few days go the way 

I envision when I start on that first cup of coffee at 5 

AM. The ferry does not run, necessitating rescheduling 

a meeting. I get an email that trees are down on one 

of the trails. A landowner calls, interested in learning 

more about land conservation. A new opportunity to 

support the community presents itself. The tent set 

up for annual meeting has come down in the night’s 

wind and rain, soaking the hundred chairs set up un-

der it. One has to be flexible, able to change gears on 

the run. A pair of hiking boots lives under my desk, so I 

can quickly change footwear and get out on the land—

whether to meet with someone, deal with an issue, or 

just get a quick nature fix. 

      There is so much more to be aware of now in our 

work: climate change and all it is bringing, including 

sea level rise and new invasive or threatening species, 

such as disease-carrying ticks and browntail moths. 

When evaluating a potential project, “climate resil-

ience” is now one of the attributes we look for. 

     One needs to be passionate about connecting peo-

ple of all ages—from preschoolers to those less agile—

to the special places of Vinalhaven. Our work is now so 

much more than “just” protecting land. It involves shar-

ing our passion for the nature of Vinalhaven and find-

ing ways to reach and engage a broad constituency in 

appreciating this special island.

VLT: What have been some of your favorite memories 

and success stories from your years at VLT?

LM: There are so many memories that I will cherish 

from my time working here. Learning from Lucy Mc-

Carthy, whose passion for conservation has influenced 

my work ever since. The moment when I was able to 

share with the VLT board that we had raised the funds 

needed to close on the Tip Toe Mountain Preserve, en-

suring that the high ground, a place enjoyed by gener-

ations of year-round and seasonal residents of all ages, 

would remain open for future generations. Achieving 

our first renewal of accreditation in 2017. Chatting with 

potential donors, and learning firsthand about what 

motivates them to support our work.

     But the acquisition of the Overlook Preserve will 

always be one of the most exciting moments for me. 

From the first time VLT’s Stewardship Coordinator Kerry 

Hardy and I explored that incredibly varied parcel in 

2017, I knew it was special. Not only for its location, 

between two previously protected parcels, but also for 

its diversity of habitats, ranging from hardwood seeps 

boasting several species of good size hardwoods to 

high domes of bare granite. Kerry, assisted by Aryeh Li-

eber, VLT’s seasonal steward in 2021, created trails and 

structures that allow hikers to experience these habi-

tats and, I hope, to share my appreciation of Charles 

Sullivan’s generosity in donating that land to VLT.

     It has been both a gift and an honor to work for 

VLT. Thanks to all of you, I have met so many wonder-

ful people, learned so much, and explored parts of the 

island I would not have seen otherwise. With a clear 

and achievable strategic plan in place, a strong and en-

gaged board, and some great staff, the organization is 

well positioned for whatever comes next.
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Message From 
The President
Change is in the Air.
     That was the phrase that former VLT 
President Susie Lawrence used in 2010 to 
describe the pending departure of our first 
Executive Director, Lucy McCarthy.  It is an 
apt description for this moment as we con-
template the retirement of Linnell Mather 
in the fall of 2022. Linnell started working 
for VLT as the bookkeeper in 1994 and has 
served as our first full-time Executive Di-
rector for the past seven years. 
     Linnell has accomplished a great deal on 
behalf of VLT in the past seven years, and 
I outlined some of them in my letter sent 
out in February, announcing her plans:  
Whole Place conservation areas, environ-
mental education and outreach, renewal of 
accreditation with the Land Trust Accredi-
tation Commission. Linnell’s professional 
expertise in the land trust world has also 
led her to serve on the steering commit-
tee of the Maine Land Trust Network, and 
locally she is co-chair of the Vinalhaven 
Sea Level Rise Committee.  Through her 
efforts, and the staff she leads, VLT is as 
strong as it has ever been, and we will have 
a further chance to acknowledge her ser-
vice this summer at the annual meeting.
     By the time you read this newsletter 
we hope to be well along in our search for 
a new Executive Director. You can check 
our website for updates, and if you have 
any thoughts or comments, please email 
search@vinalhavenlandtrust.org.

—Lee Campbell, President
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Executive Director Linnell Mather may come to the 
office looking presentable and elegant, but she always 
stashes a pair of hiking boots under her desk in or-
der to make her Clark Kent-style transition into the 
hands-on Executive Director in the field!

VLT is excited to be partnering with the town’s 
Sea Level Rise Committee and the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute (GMRI) in bringing the Ecosys-
tems Investigation Network to the island later 
this year. This community science opportunity 
supports field-based collaborative research into 
the climate-driven changes happening in the 
Gulf of Maine and its watershed. The Network 
includes locally and regionally focused projects 
designed to engage participants in rewarding 
work and generate scientific data and under-
standing. This Network—its tools, people, and 
guides—is designed to be a resource for scien-
tists and communities to create projects involv-
ing all kinds of people, from middle school stu-
dents to seasoned sportsmen. The participants 
collect and consider data to reveal new patterns 
and new understandings of how climate change 
is impacting our region’s species, communities, 
and habitats. Through connected efforts and 
conversations, it is our hope that what we uncov-
er together gives us all a better understanding 
of the effects of climate change on our regional 
watershed system. You can learn more about the 
Network at investigate.gmri.org.
     Vinalhaven has deep cultural and economic 
ties to the coast and the waters of the Gulf of 
Maine. The Sea Level Rise Committee has been 
working since 2016 to better understand the 
impacts of sea level rise and storm surge, and to 
share what they learn with decision makers and 
the community so that Vinalhaven can be a bet-
ter informed and more climate resilient commu-

nity. You can learn more about their work from 
their page on the Town of Vinalhaven’s website: 
townofvinalhaven.org.
     What will the Ecosystems Investigation Net-
work look like on Vinalhaven? This project will al-
low anyone on island to collect and upload data 
about coastal flooding and its impacts. Though 
there will be four designated coastal monitoring 
sites (Lane’s Island, State Beach, the north end 
landing and Grimes Park), anyone can partici-
pate from any location of their own choosing. As 
the varying weather patterns around the island 
can lead to differences in tide height and pos-
sible storm surge, this project aims to uncover 
those patterns.
     This project welcomes everyone to partici-
pate—contribute your observations, document 
the types of impacts you are seeing, and share 
your concerns. Even if you’re not out at high tide, 
you can still look for evidence of flooding, such 
as high water marks, which could be washed up 
seaweed or other ocean debris or signs of ero-
sion. 
     Once this project launches, we’ll be sharing 
more information about how to participate in 
the Wind, on our website, and in our monthly 
digital newsletter. If you’re not already receiving 
that, and would like to, please email programs@
vinalhavenlandtrust.org to sign up.

—Linnell Mather, Executive Director of VLT and co-
chair of the Vinalhaven Sea Level Rise Committee

A wild day at State Beach! Photo by Linnell Mather.

With the warm weather comes tick 
season, unfortunately. Don’t forget 
to perform frequent tick checks on 
yourself, your family and your pets. 
For more information on ticks and 
tick strategies, visit the resource 
page on our website:  
vinalhavenlandtrust.org/resources.

TICK CHECK

Ecosystems Investigation Network



Ten years ago, VLT was in the process of acquir-
ing an easement on Charles and Caroline Par-
doe’s parcel of land east of Round Pond, and 
planning a trail across it that would take hik-
ers from Round Pond to Vinal Cove—an idea 
that became a reality in the summer of 2013. 
Five years ago, we began to imagine connect-
ing the dots between that trail and the trails 
on our Fish Hook Preserve, located only half 
a mile east of Vinal Cove. To do so, we would 
need to cross two intervening properties in 
private ownership—one belonging to the Par-
does, and one belonging to Charles Sullivan.

It never takes much arm-twisting to get Lin-
nell and me out on a ramble, so in the spring 
of 2017 we bushwhacked our way from Round 
Pond to Fish Hook to see what the possibilities 
might be for creating a trail that linked these 
two anchors. The bold ledges, diverse forests, 
and scenic vistas on both parcels quickly con-
vinced us to take the next step, and we soon 
got in touch with both landowners. To our de-
light, they both agreed to help us create such 
a trail. Mr. Sullivan conditionally approved the 

idea, while reserving the right to deliberate 
a bit longer about the long-term use of his 
property; the Pardoes agreed to give us a trail 
easement conditional on Sullivan doing the 
same. That question was answered emphati-
cally in 2020, when VLT gratefully accepted 
the Sullivan property, now known as the Over-
look Preserve, as a gift.
     Within weeks of completing the new trails 
at Overlook, Linnell and I were out again, re-
visiting the linkage across the Pardoe land. 
We subsequently sent the Pardoes a map of 
the proposed link, and made arrangements to 
walk it with Charles Pardoe, Jr.
     True to their word, the Pardoes approved 
our proposal, and in December 2021 we 
signed the paperwork to formalize the Vinal 
Cove connector—almost half a mile of trail 
that would be the last link in the chain. From 
its beginning near Vinal Cove, the trail rises 
steadily through a series of shady ledges, with 
the land falling away dramatically to the left 
side. At the top of the hill, you’re 100’ above 
sea level, on mossy ledges under towering 
spruce trees. From here, the forest character 
changes sharply—the ground is nearly level, 
and young birch trees are on all sides of you, 
amid islands of huckleberries and bracken 
ferns. This is the evidence of a forest fire here 
roughly fifty years ago. A final 200 yards, most-
ly across open ledges, brings you to a fork in 
the trail—swing left to meander along the 
shoreline portion of the Overlook Preserve, 
or go straight to cross Overlook quickly and 
reach Fish Hook. 
     Work began on this final section late last 
fall, and by the time you read this, the trail 
will be finished and ready for hiking. There are 
a few important points to keep in mind. The 

trail is entirely on private property, intended 
only for hikers—there is no parking allowed at 
the trailhead or in the gravel driveway nearby, 
so please leave cars at one of the three des-
ignated parking areas for the preserves. One 
reason for this is that the trailhead is right at 
Vinal Cove, next to an especially tricky curve 
in the Calderwood Neck Road. There is ample 
room to walk safely along the shoulder here, 
but hikers should always be cautious of driv-
ers in this area. All in all, you can now enjoy 
a 2.5 mile hike from Round Pond to Carrying 
Place Bridge, with more than a mile of it hug-
ging the shoreline of Mill River.

—Kerry Hardy, Stewardship Coordinator

Vinalhaven Land Trust

The Missing Link
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Our Leadership Help Conserve the Nature of Vinalhaven 

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/City___________________________________________________State_______________________________Zip__________________

Phone______________________________________________________Email____________________________________________________

All donations, including dues, are tax deductible and will ensure that you receive VLT’s 
newsletter and notice of special events. Contributions at all levels are greatly appreciated.  
 
www.vinalhavenlandtrust.org • 207.863.2543 • PO Box 268  •  Vinalhaven, Maine  • 04863 

Join us in protecting Vinalhaven’s natural beauty with your membership or additional contribu-
tion.  Use this form or donate online at www.vinalhavenlandtrust.org. Yearly membership is $20 
per person.  Thank you!
       
      $500           $250            $100            $50              Other $ _____________  

      Check enclosed.

       If you’d prefer to pay by credit card or PayPal, please visit our website:vinalhavenlandtrust.org 

and click on the Donate Now button.  Thank you!

Jim Boone 
Lee Campbell, Jr., 
     President 
Art Carpenter 
Emily Cohn, 
     Secretary 
Eric Davis 
Joshua Eckels 
Chuck Gadzik 
David Hyde 
Bill Jaques 
 

Cay Kendrick  
Sean Mahoney 
Lucy McCarthy 
Kevin Moore 
Marjorie Stratton 
Elizabeth Swain, 
    Vice-President 
Yvonne Thomas 
Mark Tolette, 
     Treasurer 
Pam Wetherbee

Board of Directors

Staff 

Linnell Mather, Executive Director 
Acacia Berg, Programs and Communications  
Coordinator  
Kerry Hardy, Stewardship Coordinator 
Sheri Romer, Office Assistant

Vinalhaven Land Trust conserves and stewards our island’s important natural, 
recreational, and agricultural resources, including scenic and other traditionally 
valued places, for the benefit and enjoyment of the entire Vinalhaven commu-
nity. Through education and engagement, VLT seeks to advance understanding 
and appreciation of the natural world.

Log steps lead to a section of open granite ledges on the 
new Vinal Cove Trail. Stewardship and photo by Kerry 
Hardy.

Lichens on the “wedding cake” section of the Vinal Cove 
Trail. Photo by Linnell Mather.

WISH LIST  
The next Executive Director!  

Visit our website to learn more about 
the search and send leads our way.
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VINAL COVE CONNECTOR
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